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HG4 workshop : Science Festival

Celebrating Young Researcher Innovators within COST Action CA21111 OneHealthDrugs
during the European Researchers’ Night: Scientific Dissemination, Science
Communication, Public Engagement and Team Building

September 25, 2026, Navile District, Aula Magna Ue1. via della Beverara 123/1, Bologna

Join an inspiring hybrid event bringing together the Young Researcher Innovators (YRIs) of COST
Action CA21111 OneHealthDrugs to celebrate scientific excellence, foster collaboration, and
engage with society during the European Researchers' Night.

The event will combine scientific dissemination, science communication, public
engagement, and team building, providing an outstanding opportunity to present research,
exchange ideas, and develop new collaborations across disciplines and countries.

In the first part of the Science Festival, a joint session with the PhD Programme in Drug Discovery
and Development of the Department of Pharmacy and Biotechnology (FaBiT), University of
Bologna, entitled “Chemistry for a Better Life and a Better Future”, featuring two distinguished
guest speakers, Prof. Kelly Chibale and Prof. Gianluca Maria Farinola.

As part of thisinitiative, parallel outreach activities will also take place in partner institutions,
creating a shared OneHealthDrugs celebration across multiple institutions. Through the hybrid
format, in the second part of the Science Festival, OHD participants from different countries will
be connected live, allowing them to give pitches and showcase their local European Researchers'
Night activities, while interacting with colleagues throughout the COST network.

JOIN US BY CLICKING THE LINK BELOW

Celebrating Young Researchers and Innovators in COST Action CA21111 OneHealthDrugs at the
European Researchers’ Night | Join meeting in Teams | Microsoft Teams
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Agenda draft

Part 1 - Science Festival 25 September 2026

Presentations by Young Researcher Innovators: Short-Term Scientific Mission,
Training School, and Conference Grant Awardees - morning session

9:00-9:20 am - Participant Registration
9:20-9:30 am - Welcome and Opening Remarks

9:30-9:45 am - Gunel Aliyeva

Baku State University, Baku, Azerbaijan

Deep Eutectic Solvent-Mediated Pd-Catalyzed Suzuki-Miyaura Cross-Coupling for the Sustainable
Synthesis of New Pyridine Derivatives of Medicinal Interest

9:45-10:00 am - Lorenzo Raffellini
Department of Pharmacy, University of Pisa, Pisa, Italy
Development of Pomegranate-Inspired Products with Anti-Infective Potential

10:00-10:15 am - Kiibra iren
Department of Chemistry, Gebze Technical University, Gebze, Tlirkiye
Synthesis and Antileishmanial Evaluation of Chalcone-Based Compounds

10:15-10:30 am - Bianca Martinengo

Department of Pharmacy and Biotechnology, Alma Mater Studiorum — University of Bologha, Bologna,
Italy

Biocatalytic Valorization of Cashew Nutshell Liquid towards Sustainable Antiparasitic Drug Discovery

10:30-10:45 am - Gian Marco Elisi

Department of Biomolecular Sciences, University of Urbino Carlo Bo, Urbino, Italy

Targeting the Sulphur Assimilation Pathway in Pseudomonas aeruginosa: Discovery of Covalent Inhibitors
of Adenosine 5'-Phosphosulfate Reductase Enzyme Activity

10:45-11:00 am - Glilsah Bayraktar
Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, Faculty of Pharmacy, Ege University, Turkiye
Development of Novel Thiazolopyrimidine Derivatives Active Against Visceral and Cutaneous Leishmania

11:00-11.15 am - Aurora Gaza

Department of Pharmacy and Biotechnology, Alma Mater Studiorum — University of Bologna, Bologna,
Italy

Small-Molecule Hydrophobic-Tag Degraders as an Alternative Strategy for Antiparasitic Drug Discovery

Joint session CHEMISTRY FOR A BETTER LIFE AND A BETTER FUTURE
A Day of Seminars and Conversation with Professors Kelly Chibale and Gianluca Farinola
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In the Lead-up to European Researchers’ Night 2026

The programme will feature two 45-min seminars (+15 min Q&A) showcasing different frontiers
of chemistry:

11:30-12.30 Honorary Doctorate Seminar
Professor Kelly Chibale
“Drug discovery tools and models to improve treatment outcomes in African populations”™

12.30 -13.30 Rich Coffee break

Presentations by Young Researcher Innovators: Short-Term Scientific Mission,
Training School, and Conference Grant Awardees - afternoon session

13:30-13:45: Stijn Verhoeven

Laboratory of Microbiology, Parasitology and Hygiene, University of Antwerp, Belgium

From Belgian Cattle to Japanese Deer: Prevalence, Drug Susceptibility and Genomic Diversity of
Trypanosoma theileri

13:45-13:50: Filippo Piazza

Department of Pharmacy and Biotechnology, Alma Mater Studiorum — University of Bologna, Bologna,
Italy

Valorization of Cashew Nut Shell Liquid for Sustainable Antiviral Drug Discovery via the Ugi 4-Component
Reaction

13:50-13:55: Beyza Hamur

Department of Pharmacy and Biotechnology, Alma Mater Studiorum — University of Bologna, Bologna,
Italy

Photo-activated reactive oxygen species-generating PROTACs for Cutaneous Leishmaniasis

14:00-14:15 Biljana Arsié
Department of Chemistry, University of Nis, Republic of Serbia

From Molecular Targets to Drug Repurposing: In Silico Strategies for the Discovery of Therapeutic
Candidates against Parasitic Vector-Borne Diseases

14:30 - D3 Meet the Speaker Seminar

Professor Gianluca Farinola

“Living materials: challenging nature, with respect”

15:30-16:00 Coffee break

The day will culminate in a special 45-minute/1h conversation (16:00-17:00):

In Conversation with Kelly Chibale and Gianluca Farinola

Format: Moderated double interview with audience participation
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Audience: PhD students, postdoctoral researchers and early-career investigators of the Navile
District

Session purpose:

This conversation will bring together Professors Kelly Chibale and Gianluca Farinola to discuss
how chemistry can improve human, animal and environmental health. The session will combine
scientific insight, personal experience and practical guidance for the next generation of
researchers.

17:00-22:00 Preparation of European Researchers’ Night material including OHD flyers, poster,
card game etc. European Researchers' Night activities at the University of Bologna — Navile
Campus, with parallel outreach events taking place at participating OneHealthDrugs
institutions, including University of Modena, connected through the hybrid platform.

Part 2 - Science Festival 25 September 2026
Callto Connect!

9:00 pm -10:00 pm: Live from Bolognha and direct connection among all OneHealthdrugs
laboratories!

Give a 5 -minute pitch highlighting your research to celebrate the European Researchers’ Nights.
Show your poster or simply tell us about your work!

If you want to participate - even briefly — join us using the Microsoft TEAMS link below:

Celebrating Young Researchers and Innovators in COST Action CA21111 OneHealthDrugs at the
European Researchers’ Night | Join meeting in Teams | Microsoft Teams

Registration link for the pitch and live connection:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvrl-
VvOpeNqgJ8wWMiMR2WKitlzZ8m2wO0LscVsL8gAltvwzOAdA/viewform?usp=publish-editor

Live Connection

9:00-9:05 pm - Maria Paola Costi
University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Modena, Italy

9:05-9:10 pm - Anabela Cordeiro da Silva
Instituto de Investigacao e Inovacao em Saude (i3S), Universidade do Porto, Porto, Portugal

9:10-9:15 pm - Huseyin Istanbullu
Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, Faculty of Pharmacy, Izmir Katip Celebi University, Cigli—-lzmir,
Turkiye
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvrI-Vv0peNqJ8wMjMR2WKtlz8m2w0LscVsL8qAltvwzOAdA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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9:15-9:20 pm - Irfan Khan
Khyber Medical University, Pakistan

9:20-9:25 pm - Bilge Tuzcu
istanbul University, istanbul, Turkiye

9:25-09:30 pm - Elisa Uliassi

Department of Pharmacy and Biotechnology, Alma Mater Studiorum — University of Bologna, Bologna,
Italy

One Action. One Health. One European Researchers' Night.

Together, we will demonstrate how young scientists can communicate research, inspire society,
and build a stronger European research community through collaboration and innovation.

Organized by Elisa Uliassi (HG4 Leader), Biljana Arsic (WG4 leader), Glilsah Bayraktar (WG6
leader), Maria Paola Costi (Action Chair), Anabela Cordeiro Silva (Action Vice-Chair)
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